
WORLD DIGITAL LIBRARY CHARTER

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, the Library ofCongress and the United Nations Educational, Scientihc and
Cultural Oryanization (IJNESCO) have launched an initiative to establish a World Digital
Library of coltent relating to the history and culture ofpeoples and countries around the world,
to be made available on a cost-ftee basis to users world wide; and

WHEREAS, the WDL contributes to the fulfillment of UNESCO'S strate gic objectives
ofpromoting the ftee flow ofideas and universal access to information; ptomoting the
expression ofpluralism and cultural diversity in the media and wo d information networks;
promoting access for all to information and knowledge, especially in the public domain;
improving the quality ofeducaîion thrcugh diversification ofcontent and methods and the
promotion ofrmiversally shared values; promoting experimentation, innovation and the diffusion
and sharing ofknowledge and best practices as well as policy dialogu€ in education; erì-luncing
scientific, technical and human capacities to paÍicipate in the emerging kno\Mledge societies; and
enhancing the linkages between cultue and development through capacity-building and sharing
of knowledge; and

WHEREAS, the Vr'DL is a non-commercial project intended to recognize the richaess,
diversity, and contributions to humanity ofall the wodd's cultures, and not to promote or
espouse particular polilical positions or viewpoints; and

WHEREAS, the Library ofCongress and UNESCO concluded, on October 17, 2007, a
Memorandum ofUnderstanding (MOU) regarding the development ofthe WDL; and whereas
this MOU was renewed on April 20, 2009; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with this MOU, the Library ofCongess has concluded
agreements with libraries, archives, and educational and cultual institutions from all regions of
the world uhereby these libraries, archives, and educational and cultual institutions have agreed
to corÍribute to the development ofthe WDL; and

WHEREAS, the Library of Congress, LINESCO, and cooperating institutions from
eighteen UNESCO member states launched a public version of the Vy'DL, www.wdl.orq, at
LNESCO on April 21.2009: and

WHEREAS, libmries, archives, and educational and cultural institutions from many
other countries have since expressed their itrtention to palicipate in and contribute to the Vy'DL
and have concluded agreemenîs with the Library of congress regarding their respective
contributions to the WDL;

NOW THEREFORE, the signatories below have agteed to work together to develop
and maintain the WDL, and do hereby adopt this Charter to accomplish these purposes.
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ARTICLE I
Ol,jectives and CoÍlent

Section 1.01 Obiectives. The objectives ofthe Vy'DL are to promote intemational and

intercultural understanding and awareness, expand multilingual and cuiturally divelse content on

the Intemet, provide rcsources to educators, contribute to scholarly research, and huild

knowledge and capacity in the developing world in order to nanow the "digital divide " The

signatories will pusue these objectives by \Morking together to develop and maintain the WDL,

-Lich will be made available on the WDL Web site, wlw.wdl.ors, free of charge and in

multilingual format.

Section 1.02 Content The WDL will include materials representing the culture and

history ofall countries. The content will consist ofdigital ve$ions ofimportant cultùal and

histoical primary materials and associated metadata. Such content will include books, oÎher
p nted materials, manuscdpts, maps, sound recordings, films, prints and photographs, and

culturally and historically significant materials in other formats that are held in physical form by
or olherwise available to Contdbutors (defined below). Such content will meet WDL standards
with regard to selection criteria, image and sound quality, and associated metadata.

ARTICLE II
Contributorr

Section 2.01 WDL Contribùtors. WDL Contributors are those i$titutions that

contribute digital content to the WDL for access via the WDL Vy'eb site, or contribute in other

significant ways to the development ofth€ WDL. Contributors may be libraies, archives,
m-useums, archives of audio-visual content, educational institutions, and other institutions whose
missions include the collection aid preseryalion of cultwal and histo cal content.

Section 2,02 Contribùtor Obligatio[s. All Contributors must accept this Charter,
including, without limitation, the underlying principles, policies and terms ofthis Charter, and

the licenie described in Section 5.02 ofthis Charter. Each Contributor is responsible for

finarcing its own participation in the WDL. Conhibutors that are contributors ofdigital content

to the WDL shall contribute to the WDL digital fìles and associated metadata of cultual ard

historical significance, as more particularly described in Section 1.02' above, on a non-exclusive,
permanent basis.

Seclion 2.03 Applications to Becone Contributors. Applicants to become WDL

Contributors must compleîe and submit an ofÍìcial application to the Project Manager' describing

the content they wish to contdbute and its significance, or specirying other contributions they

intend to make to the Vr'DL. The Prcject Manager shall evaluate each application and
recommend to the Executive Council \Àr'hether to approve or deny the application Paficipation in

the WDL as a Contdbutor takes effect when the Executive Council formally approves the

application and the applicant fomally indicates its acceptance ofthe rights and responsibilities

ofparticipation by signing this Charter.
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ARTICLE III
Conlributor Meetings' Executive Council' and Project Manager

Sectiotr 3.01 AnDual Meeting ofContributors. The WDL Contributo$ shall hold at
least one meeting per year. The Chaimari ofthe Execùtive Council shall preside at any meeting
of the Contdbutors.

Section 3.02 The Executive Council. The Executive Council shall have seven
members, five ofwhom shall be elected by the Contributors at tlre annual meeting of
Contributors by a plurality ofthose members physically present. Elected members ofthe
Executive Council must be directors ofinstitutions that ale WDL Contributors or the designees
ofsuch dirsctors. The other two members ofthe Executive Council shall be the Directol-General
ofUNESCo or his/her designee, and the director ofthe Contributor institution serving as Project
Manager or his/her designee. The term ofthe members ofthe Executive Council shall be five
vears. The Executive Council shall elect a Chairman from among its membe$. The term ofthe-Chairman 

shall be five yeats. The terms ofthe Chairman and the other members may be renewed.
The Executive Council shall decide on its own rules of procedure. The members of the
Executive Council serve until replaced.

Section 3.03 Roles and Responsibility of the ExecutiYe Council' The Executive
Council shall provide leadership and dircction to the !y'DL. The Executive Council shall use its
best efforts to accomplish the goals set forth in the Preamble and in Section 1 .0 I of Article I of
this Charter.

Section 3.04 Me€tings of the Executive CouDcil. Meetings of the Executive Council
may be held at such place and time as may be established by resolution ofthe Executive Council.
Thg Executive Council shall hold at least one meeting per calendal year.

Seclion 3.05 Decisions of the Executíve Council. The Executive Council shall take
decisions by consensus. wlere consensus cannot be achieved, the Executive Council may take
decisions by a simple majorif of those present and voting, provided those present and voti[g
constitute a quorum. Five members ofthe Executive Council shall constitute a quorum.

Section 3.06 The Project Manager' The WDL shall have an institutional Project
Manager, selected from among interested Conbibuto$. The Project Mariager wjll recruit and
retain the project management and technical staffneeded to maintain the WDL and to facilitate
its growth. The Ploject Manager will be responsible for the persormel, hardware' and software
cosis associated with the maintenanae of lDtùJldlqlg. The Project Manager will bîorm the
Executive Council ofits activities and consult closely with the Executive Council on matters
relating to the expansion and maintenance ofthe WDL The Project Manager may r€quest other
Conftibutors to assist in the fulfillment ofthese tasks, undel arangements to be worked out
between the Project Manager and these Cont butors, in consultation with the Executive council

as approp ate. The Library ofCongress shall serve as the Project Manager for Îhe frrst lerm after

the ;nîry into force ofthis Charter. Thereafter, the Execulive Council shall select the Project
Manager. The term ofthe Project Manager is five yeats, and may be renewed. The Project
Manager serves until replaced.
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ARTICLE IV
Committees

The Executive Council, in consultalion with the Ploject Manager, may designate standing

committees ftom among the Contributors to advise upon ongoing concems and rcquilements of

the WDL, and may establish special committees as needed for a stated pedod to advise upon
particulaf aspects ofthe development ofthe wDL. The Executive Council shall assign
iesponsibilities to each committee. Upon the entry into effect ofthis Charter, the Executive
Council shall establish the following standing committees: (1) Technical Architectue; (2)

Content Selection; and (3) Translation and Language.

ARTICLE V
Components oflhe Vlrorld Digital Library

Section 5.01 Technical Compon€nts. The technical components ofthe WDL include:
(1) the computer software used to ingest, catalog, Íanslate, store, search, browse, and display the
digital content contdbuted by the Contdbutors (the "WDL Application") on the wDI-
(\rww,wdl.org); (2) the digilal content files contributed by the Contributors and Îhe associaled

metadata provided by the ContdbutoN; (3) all derivative files created for use on the WDL site; (4)

curatodal and editorial content associated with these content f1les, including special features'
timelines, curator videos, and thematic maps; (5) enhancements to the metadata Fovided by the

Contributors; (6) translations ofmetadata and cumtorial and editorial content.

Section 5.02 Basic License. Each Contributor, upon its admission to the WDL' shall
be deemed to grant to the WDL a world-wide, royalty-Íìee, nonexclusive license to store and
display the digital content files and associated metadata cootributed by such Contributor to the
WDL. By providing such digital content files afld associated metadata to the WDL' the
Contributor rvanants that it has the full authority to license such files and metadata for ùse in the
manner described in this Charter, and that such use will not infringe any third party's cop)'dghts,
publicity rights, privacy rights, and/or related rights.

Section 5.03 Ownership Retained by Contributors. Nothing hercin grants the WDL
or any Contributor any rights ofowne$hip or contlol over the digital content files and associat€d

metadata contributed by a Contributor to the WDL other than as expressly stated and granted in
Section 5.02 ofthis Charter or as permitted by applicable law. Each Contributor retains all rights
of ownership in its content, iÍcluding, without limitation, the rights to make, use, distribute'
perform, reproduce, display and prepare derivative works fiom all content it submits to th€ WDL,
in all media now known or developed in the future. The Contributor retains the unfettered right
to Drovide access to this content by other means" including, without limitation, institutional'
national, regional, and other intemational Intemet and electronic database prcjects, or in othel
formats. The wDL shall direct anyone wishing to make copies of WDL content for
commercial use to the ConÍibutor(s) who supplied such content. Digital copies contdbuted to
the wDL \rill not be considered to have a copyright separate and apart îrom any copyright
subsisting in the underlying materials. Except as otherwise stipulated in sepaÉte wfitten

agreements, Contributors will rctain ownership of any soffware' hardware' computer applications'



programs, translations, or other intellectual property contributed to the WDL in the exercise of
their responsibilities under this Charter.

Section 5.04 Removal by a Contributor of Content. A Contributor may rcquest the
removal ofcontent prcvided by that Contributor at any time. The Contributor will inform the
Project Manager and the Executive Council in wúting about the reasons for its request. The
Project Manager will have one montll to attempt to satisfy any concems or objections raised by
the Contributor. Ifthe Contribulor is not satisfied with the proposed remedies within one month,
the content will be removed in accordance with the original îequest. In the case of a suspected
breach of copyright or other violation oflaw, this procedure will not apply. Ifa Contributor's
content is, or may be, in breach ofcopltight or other applicable law, the Project Manager may
r€move this content immediately. A ContÌibutor may not request the lemoval of content provided

by another Contributor. A Contributor that requests the removal ofall or substantially all ofits
content from the WDL ceases to be a Contribulor, and will no longer ex€rcise the Contributor
dghts specified in Articles II and lII, unless it continues to contribute in other significant ways to
the development ofthe WDL.

Section 5.05 Technical Standards. Standards for tlte content, including standads for
image quality, bibliographic data, and collection and item description, as well as the process by
which Content will be submitted, will be established by the Project Manager arid approved by the
Executive Council. At the time ofthe entry into effect ofthis Chafier, these standards will be
those specified on http://proiect.wdl.ore/Droiecrenqlish-/standards. These standards and the
submission process may be updated or supplem€nted from time to time by the Project Manager
and approved by the Executìve Council

Sectiotr 5.06 Description ofContent. The description ofa Contributor's content on the
WDL, with rcgald to metadata and calaloging, supplemental description, editorial and cwatoriaì
interpretation, and translation, shall be the subject ofconsultation between the Contributor and
the Project Manager, and shall followthe standards specified in Section 5.05 ofAficle V. The
Contributor retains ultimate editorial control over the way in which the content it provides is
described on the WDL, but must, however, endeavor to ensue that its content is made available
in ways that meet the objectives ofthe WDL as set folth in the Preamble and in Section l.0l of
Article I of this Charter.

Section 5.07 ìffDL Application. The Library ofCongress agrees to provide use ofthe
WDL Application on a world wide, royalty fiee, non-exclusive basis for the purpose of
supporting the WDL. The Library ofCongress retains all righls pertaining tq the WDL
Appliaation.

Section 5.08 Other Agreem€nts. Nothing in this Chaxter invalidates othel agreements
regarding the WDL, including, without limitation, the Library ofcongess-UNEsco MoU of
April 20, 2009, Contributol Agrcements, Cooperative Agrcements, and other agreements
concluded by the Library of Congtess, including those agreements granting licenses to include
content on the \ryDL.

ARTICLE VI



Miscellaneous

Section 6.01 Amendment ofChafer. This Charter may be amended by decision of

the Executive Council and the affirmative vote ofa majority ofthe Contibutors piesent at a
meeting ofthe Contributon. Notice ofthe proposed amendments must be given in wdting at
least 60 days in advance ofthe meeting at which the vote will take place.

Section 6.02 Courterpals. This Charter may be executed in multiple counterparts,
each ofwhich will be deemed an original and all ofwhich together \À/ill constitute one and the
same agreement. Any later Contribulor may be added after the effective date ofthe original
docurnint by execution ofa counterpart ofthis Charter, which shall be deemed an original and
which, tog€ther vr'ith all other counterparts, will constitut€ one and the same agleement-

Section 6.03 Effective Dafe. This Charter shall be effectìve as to the origiml
Cootríbutols as soon as ten Contributors have signed the Charter, and effective as to later
Contributo$ on the date set forth beside each such Contributor's signature.

Sectiotr 6.04 Terminatiotr. A Contributor may terminate its pafticipation in this Charter
by providing the Project Manager and the Executive Council with at least sixty (60) days witten
notice ofintelt to terminate and an explanation ofthe reason for such termination. A request to
terminate will not result in the removal of content Fovided by the Contributor to the WDL,
unless the Contdbutor also invokes the procedure specified in Section 5.04.

Section 6.05 Language. This document is \adtten in Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish, the texts in all these languages being equally authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each ofthe undersigned has duly executed this Charter and
thereby acknowledges its acceptance of this Charter, the underlying principles and policies, the
liceffe described in Section 5.02 ofthis chader, and the other r€quirements set foth herein.

lsignature blocksl


